The craniofacial surgeon as amateur geneticist.
Craniofacial surgeons, by nature and training, focus on how to correct anomalies rather than on why they occur. Surgeons often leave diagnosis and etiopathogenic speculation to geneticists. Craniofacial surgeons should cross over the specialty line and learn to think like geneticists. This article reviews definitions of basic words in the genetic language and emphasizes the three diagnostic levels, phenotypic, pathogenic, and genetic, for the principal categories of craniofacial anomalies. Whenever possible, examples are given to illustrate how genetic knowledge can influence surgical strategy. As a member of the perinatal team, the craniofacial surgeon must be "cyber-savvy" to counsel parents and communicate with geneticists.